
CIVIL CODE SECTIONS REGARDING 
LIEN AND ABANDONMENT 

3051. Possessory liens for services, repairs, etc.; exceptions 
Every person who, while lawfully in possession of an article of personal property, renders 

any service to the owner thereof, by labor or skill, employed for the protection, improvement, 
safekeeping, or carriage thereof, has a special lien thereon, dependent on possession, for the 
compensation, if any, which is due to him from the owner for such service; a person who makes, 
alters, or repairs any article of personal property, at the request of the owner, or legal possessor 
of the property, has a lien on the same for his reasonable charges for the balance due for such 
work done and materials furnished, and may retain possession of the same until the charges are 
paid; and foundry proprietors and persons conducting a foundry business, have a lien, 
dependent on possession, upon all patterns in their hands belonging to a customer, for the 
balance due them from such customers for foundry work; and plastic fabricators and persons 
conducting a plastic fabricating business, have a lien, dependent on possession, upon all 
patterns and molds in their hands belonging to a customer, for the balance due them from such 
customer for plastic fabrication work; and laundry proprietors and persons conducting a laundry 
business, and drycleaning establishment proprietors and persons conducting a drycleaning 
establishment, have a general lien, dependent on possession, upon all personal property in their 
hands belonging to a customer, for the balance due them from such customer for laundry work, 
and for the balance due them from such customers for drycleaning work, but nothing in this 
section shall be construed to confer a lien in favor of a wholesale drycleaner on materials 
received from a drycleaning establishment proprietor or a person conducting a drycleaning 
establishment; and veterinary proprietors and veterinary surgeons shall have a lien dependent 
on possession, for their compensation in caring for, boarding, feeding, and medical treatment of 
animals. This section shall have no application to any vessel, as defined in Section 21 of the 
Harbors and Navigation Code, to any vehicle, as defined in Section 670 of the Vehicle Code, 
which is subject to registration pursuant to that code, to any manufactured home, as defined in 
Section 18007 of the Health and Safety Code, to any mobilehome, as defined in Section 18008 
of the Health and Safety Code, or to any commercial coach, as defined in Section 18001.8 of 
the Health and Safety Code, whether or not the manufactured home, mobilehome, or 
commercial coach is subject to registration under the Health and Safety Code. 

3052. Sale by lien holder at auction; notice of sale; redemption; application of proceeds 
If the person entitled to the lien provided in Section 3051 is not paid the amount due, and 

for which such lien is given, within 10 days after the same shall have become due, then such 
lienholder may proceed to sell such property, or so much thereof as may be necessary to satisfy 
such lien and costs of sale at public auction, and by giving at least 10 days' but not more than 
20 days' previous notice of such sale by advertising in some newspaper published in the county 
in which such property is situated; or if there be no newspaper printed in such county, then by 
posting notice of sale in three of the most public places in the town and at the place where such 
property is to be sold, for 10 days previous to the date of the sale; provided, however, that within 
20 days after such sale, the legal owner may redeem any such property so sold to satisfy such 
lien upon the payment of the amount thereof, all costs and expenses of such sale, together with 
interest on such sum at the rate of 12 percent per annum from the due date thereof or the date 
when the same were advanced until the repayment. The proceeds of the sale must be applied 
to the discharge of the lien and the cost of keeping and selling the property; the remainder, if 
any, must be paid over to the legal owner thereof. 



3080. Definitions 
As used in this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: (a) "Livestock" means any 

cattle, sheep, swine, goat, or horse, mule, or other equine. (b) "Livestock servicer" means any 
individual, corporation, partnership, joint venture, cooperative, association or any other 
organization or entity which provides livestock services. (c) "Livestock services" means any and 
all grazing, feeding, boarding, general care, which includes animal health services, obtained or 
provided by the livestock servicer, or his employee, transportation or other services rendered by 
a person to livestock for the owner of livestock, or for any person acting by or under the owner's 
authority. 

3080.01. Livestock services to which lien applicable; priority; amount 
A livestock servicer shall have a general lien upon the livestock in its possession to 

secure the performance of all obligations of the owner of the livestock to the livestock servicer 
for both of the following: (a) The provision of livestock services to the livestock in possession of 
the livestock servicer. (b) The provision of livestock services to other livestock for which 
livestock services were provided in connection with or as part of the same livestock service 
transaction, if such livestock services were provided within the immediately preceding 12 
months prior to the date upon which the lien arose. The lien shall have priority over all other 
liens upon and security interests in the livestock, shall arise as the charges for livestock services 
become due, and shall be dependent upon possession. The lien shall secure the owner' s 
contractual obligations to the lienholder for the provision of livestock services, the lienholder's 
reasonable charges for the provision of livestock services after the lien has arisen as set forth in 
Section 3080.02, and the lienholder's costs of lien enforcement, including attorney's fees. 

3080.02. Additional rights and remedies of lienholder 
In addition to any other rights and remedies provided by law, a lienholder may: (a) Retain 

possession of the livestock and charge the owner for the reasonable value of providing livestock 
services to the livestock until the owner's obligations secured by the lien have been satisfied. (b) 
Proceed to sell all or any portion of the livestock pursuant to Section 3080.16 if: (1) A judicial 
order authorizing sale has been entered pursuant to Section 3080.06; (2) A judgment 
authorizing sale has been entered in favor of the lienholder on the claim which gives rise to the 
lien; or (3) The owner of the livestock has released, after the lien has arisen, its interest in the 
livestock in the form prescribed by Section 3080.20. (c) A lienholder may commence a legal 
action on its claim against the owner of the livestock or any other person indebted to the 
lienholder for services to the livestock and reduce the claim to judgment. When the lienholder 
has reduced the claim to judgment, any lien or levy or other form of enforcement which may be 
made upon the livestock by virtue of any execution based upon the judgment shall relate back to 
the attachment of and have the same priority as the livestock service lien. The lienholder may 
purchase at a judicial sale held pursuant to the execution on the judgment and thereafter hold 
the livestock free of any liens upon or security interests in the livestock. 

3080.03. Order for sale; application; contents; hearing; service on defendant 
Upon the filing of the complaint, or at any time thereafter prior to judgment, the lienholder 

may apply to the court in which the action was commenced for an order authorizing sale of 
livestock. (a) The application shall include all of the following: (1) A statement showing that the 
sale is sought pursuant to this chapter to enforce a livestock service lien; (2) A statement of the 
amount the lienholder seeks to recover from the defendant and the date that amount became 
due; (3) A statement setting forth the reasons why a sale should be held prior to judgment; (4) A 
description of the livestock to be sold and an estimate of the fair market value thereof; and (5) A 
statement of the manner in which the lienholder intends to sell the livestock. The statement shall 



include, but not be limited to, whether the sale will be public or private, the amount of proceeds 
expected from the sale, and, why the sale, if authorized, would conform to the standard of 
commercial reasonableness set forth in Section 3080.16. (b) The application shall be supported 
by an affidavit or affidavits showing that on the facts presented therein the lienholder would be 
entitled to a judgment on the claim upon which the action is brought. (c) A hearing shall be held 
in the court in which the lienholder has brought the action before an order authorizing sale is 
issued under this chapter. Except as provided in Section 3080.15, or as ordered by the court 
upon good cause shown, the defendant shall be served with a copy of all of the following at 
least 10 days prior to the date set for hearing: (1) A summons and complaint; (2) A notice of 
application and hearing; and (3) An application and all affidavits filed in support thereof. 

1834.5. Abandoned animal; disposition; notice 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever any animal is delivered to any 

veterinarian, dog kennel, cat kennel, pet-grooming parlor, animal hospital, or any other animal 
care facility pursuant to any written or oral agreement entered into after the effective date of this 
section, and the owner of such animal does not pick up the animal within 14 calendar days after 
the day the animal was due to be picked up, the animal shall be deemed to be abandoned. The 
person into whose custody the animal was placed for care shall first try for a period of not less 
than 10 days to find a new owner for the animal, and, if unable to place the animal with a new 
owner, shall thereafter humanely destroy the animal so abandoned. If an animal so abandoned 
was left with a veterinarian or with a facility which has a veterinarian, and a new owner cannot 
be found pursuant to this section, such veterinarian shall humanely destroy the animal. There 
shall be a notice posted in a conspicuous place, or in conspicuous type in a written receipt 
given, to warn each person depositing an animal at such animal care facilities of the provisions 
of this section. 

1834.6. Use of abandoned animals for scientific or other experimentation prohibited 
An abandoned animal, as described in Section 1834.5, shall not be used for scientific or 

any other type of experimentation, nor shall such an abandoned animal be turned over to a 
pound or animal regulation department of a public agency. 


